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PHONE INQUIRIES for more information about these statistics—contact Mr Geoff Winter on Canberra 
(062) 52 6576 or any of our State offices. 
other inquiries including copies of publications—contact Information Services on 
Canberra (062) 52 6627 or in any of our State offices. 


MAIL INQUIRIES 
State offices. 
MAIN FEATURES 


In January 1982, the weighted average minimum 
weekly wage rate for adult males increased by 85 


cents to $212.54. The rate for adult females increased 
by $1.94 to $198.63. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Introduction 

More information on these statistics of weighted 
average minimum weekly and hourly wage rates and 
index numbers for adult males and adult females will 
appear later in the monthly publication Wage Rates, 
Australia (6312.0) which also contains explanatory notes 
covering definitions, scope of the statistics, etc. Revised 
indexes based on more up-to-date weighting patterns are 
being developed and are expected to be published in 
1982. 


Definitions, etc. 

2. The wage rates used in the compilation of the indexes 
are the lowest rates for a full week’s work (excluding 
overtime) prescribed for particular occupations in awards 
or determinations of Federal or State industrial authori- 
ties; in collective agreements registered with these 
authorities; or in unregistered collective agreements 
where these are dominant in particular industries. The 
indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of wages as distinct from salaries; those 
awards, etc. which relate solely or mainly to salary 
earners are therefore excluded. Because of delays in the 
receipt of notification of changes in wage rates as well as 
retrospective changes to rates, all figures shown in this 
publication are subject to revision. As such revisions are 
made they are published in the normal monthly tables of 
this publication. 


write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616 or any of our 


3. The indexes are designed to measure trends in wage 
rates in current awards, etc. excluding the effects of 
changes in the relative importance of industries, awards 
and occupations. The weighted average wage rates shown 
in these tables are therefore indexes expressed in money 
terms, and do not purport to be actual current averages. 
Similarly, neither these weighted average wage rates nor 
the corresponding index numbers measure the relative 
levels of average current wage rates as between States or 
industries. 


4. For adult males the weekly wage rates exclude rural 
industry; in addition the hourly rates exclude shipping 
and stevedoring, for which data to compute hourly wages 
are not available. The weekly and hourly wage rates for 
adult females exclude rural industry, mining and quarry- 
ing, and building and construction. 


5. The annual changes shown in Tables 1, 2 and 4 
measure the percentage change from the same month for 
the previous year. The percentages may fluctuate from 
month to month owing to the timing of significant award 
changes. 


Related publications 

6. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). The 
ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a Publications 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in 
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications 
Advice are available from any ABS office. 


Symbols and other usages 
n.e.i. not elsewhere included 


R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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TABLE 1. ~ WEEKLY ANO HOURLY WAGE RATES (A) ~ ALL INDUSTRY GROUPS» AUSTRALIA 


WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WEEKLY RATES PAYABLE FOR A FULL WEEK*S WORK (EXCLUDING OVERTIME)+ AS PRESCRIBED IN AWARDS», DETERMINATIONS 
AND COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS + WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM HOURLY RATES PAYABLE; AND INDEX NUMBERS OF WAGE RATES. 


! Sep Saar eae eo 
ADULT MALES ADULT FEMALES 


WEEKLY WAGE RATES 


| 
| | 
! HOURLY WAGE RATES 


! ' 
END OF - ae SE SS BE a as Bk Se Seale oR ey oS pe Se Se eee 
! | | ' I ! ! 
{| WAGE | ANNUAL | INDEX [| WAGE | INDEX WAGE | ANNUAL | INDEX | WAGE | INDEX 
| RATES | CHANGE | NUMBERS | RATES | NUMBERS RATES |! CHANGE | NUMBERS | RATES | NUMBERS 
| 3 I b 3 ! (B) | (CENTS) | (8) $ ! z ! (B) | (CENTS) | (8) 
ee rr ek Viet bine eg Se a a ee he eee ee (is Ses 
1980 - 
DECEMBER 187.10 10.8 662.5 467.74 661.1 174.07 12.8 874.4 438.80 874.6 
1981 - 
JANUARY 193.93 9.8 686.7 484.82 685.3 180.48 11.9 906.6 454.96 906.8 
FEBRUARY 193.99 9-7 686.9 484.97 685.5 180.62 12.0 907.3 455.30 907.5 
MARCH 194.06 905 687.1 485.15 685.7 180.64 11.9 907.4 455.35 907.6 
APRIL 194.08 9e4 687-2 485.19 685.8 180.65 11.5 907.4 455.37 907.7 
MAY 201.04 13.1 711.9 502-59 710.4 187.10 15.5, 939.8 471.63 940.1 
JUNE 201.09 13.1 712.0 502-72 710.6 187-16 15.5 940.1 471.78 940.4 
JULY 201446 8.6 713.3 503.65 711.9 187.29 9.5 940.8 472.11 941.0 
AUGUST 202.10 6.8 715.6 505.32 714.2 187.41 9.3 94144 472.42 941.6 
SEP TEMBER 203.03 8.9 718.9 507.69 71726 188.17 9-1 94502 474.33 945.4 
OCTOBER 203.78 9.0 72125 509.62 720.3 188.98 8.9 949.3 476.37 949.5 
NOVEMBER 206.14 10.3 729.9 515.69 728.9 192262 10.9 967.6 485.56 967.8 
DECEMBER 211.69 13.1 74926 529-97 T4901 196.69 13.0 988.0 495.80 988.2 
1982 - 
JANUARY 212.54 926 75266 531.83 751.7 198.63 10.1 997-7 500.70 998.0 


(A) INCLUDES SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS IN THE METAL INDUSTRY AWARD, PART 1 (8) BASE-WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WAGE RATE, 
AUSTRALIA, YEAR 1954 = 100. 


TABLE 2. ~ WEEKLY WAGE RATES - ADULT MALES» INDUSTRY GROUPS» 31 JANUARY 1982. 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WEEKLY RATES PAYABLE FOR A FULL WEEK*®S WORK (EXCLUDING OVERTIME)» AS PRESCRIBED IN AWARDS,» 
DETERMINATIONS AND COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS; AND INDEX NUMBERS OF WAGE RATES. 


! 
| WAGE RATES 
| $ 


I AUSTRALIA 
| 
| OE SRE a Rs, Se rp a Sa ee, NE (oh ee 
INDUSTRY GROUP ! ! | ! ' 1 ! ! ! 
' ' I | ! | ! | ANNUAL | INDEX 
1 NeSeWe | VIC. | QLO. 1 Sehe | Webs | TASe 1 AUST. | CHANGE | NOS.(A) 
! ! ' | ! ' | ! z I 
Sa ates 8 ER EAS fe SR Ta oe Baers) a ae 4 St SEN Geto Oe eee 
MINING AND QUARRYING (3) (C) 262.17 204.39 259.84 193.62 206.93 216.12 256.20 11.1 907.2 
MANUFACTURING ~- 
ENGINEER ING, METALS» VEHICLES» STC(C) 203.03 212.68 219.55 205.45 200.87 200.70 207-41 11.7 734-4 
TEXTILESsCLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 198.53 201.35 199.49 195.26 201.61 192.78 199.86 11.4 707.7 
FOOD ,ORINK AND TOBACCO (C) 202.26 209.15 210.59 200.31 209.00 196.01 206.04 9.0 72926 
SAWMILLING sFURNITURE sETCe 197.33 194.66 206-67 184.87 201.73 161.46 197.34 7-2 698.7 
PAPER»PRINTINGsETCe (C) 200.97 207.07 224.63 202.30 206.98 194.43 205-420 5.7 726.6 
OTHER MANUFACTURING (C) 205.37 205-05 202.68 1986.09 194.28 187.37 203.37 8.5 T2061 
ALL MANUFACTURING GROUPS (C) 202.64 207.98 212.63 201.92 200.79 194.02 205.01 10.0 72509 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION (C) 238.84 237.61 218.94 228.26 215.02 207.93 230.57 10.6 816.4 
RAILWAY SERVICES (C) 176.46 169.97 226.90 189.11 177.08 197.99 189.65 7.5 671.5 
ROAD AND AIR TRANSPORT (C) 213.43 202210 205.06 203.06 208.92 202.82 207.79 8.3 735-8 
SHIPPING AND STEVEDORING (C)(0) 250.22 249279 237.40 238.82 250.58 240.89 246.04 6-6 871.2 
COMMUNICATION 240.00 241.46 239.34 239242 241.09 233-18 240.11 Teo2 850.2 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE (C) 211.06 219.50 208.69 205.50 206.04 201.84 211.85 9-5 75061 
PUBLIC AUTHORITIES, (NsE.Ie) AND 
COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS SERVICES 213.14 221.81 218.06 199.16 206-71 214.66 214.45 10.1 759-3 
AMUSEMENTSsHOTELS»PERSONAL SERVICESsETC 195.80 197.74 193.87 199.60 184.40 181.57 195.30 6.6 691.5 
ALL INDUSTRY GROUPS (C)(E) 213.44 213.04 217.94 207.69 205.40 203.45 212.54 926 752.6 


(A) BASE-WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATE» AUSTRALIA, YEAR 1954 = 100. (B) FOR MINING, WAGE RATES ARE THOSE 
PRESCRIBED FOR THE PRINCIPAL MINING CENTRES AND INCLUDE LEAD BONUSES ETC. (C) FOR STATES OTHER THAN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, INCLUDES 
SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS IN THE METAL INOUSTRY AWARD, PART 1- (0D) INCLUDES WAGE RATES (AND VALUE OF KEEP) FOR OCCUPATIONS IN THE 
COASTAL SHIPPING SERVICE, OTHER THAN MASTERS» ENGINEERS ANDO OTHER OFFICERS. (E) EXCLUDES RURAL INDUSTRY 


; 


TABLE 3. — HOURLY WAGE RATES — ADULT MALES» INDUSTRY GROUPS» 31 JANUARY 1982. 
@EIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM HOURLY RATES PAYABLE AND INDEX NUMBERS OF HOURLY RATES. 


a a ee ee a 


| | ! I ! ! l 


INOUSTRY GROUP I NeSeWe ! vic. | QLD. | SeAe ! WeAe | TAS. ! AUST. 
Se ar a a ee ee ee ee a a ee pS Bees eS a ee 
WAGE RATES (CENTS) 

MINING AND QUARRYING (A) (8) 789.33 510.96 685.93 484.04 542.23 552.250 691.32 
MANUFACTURING - 

ENG INEERING eMETALSs VEHICLES sETC(B) 507-76 532.09 549-21 513.63 502.62 501.76 518.78 

TEXTILESsCLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 496432 503.38 498.73 488.15 504.02 481.95 499-64 

FOOOsORINK ANO TOSACCO (8) 506.35 522688 526.48 500-78 530.47 490.04 515.67 

SAWMILLING,FURNITURE sETCe 493232 485.66 516.68 462.19 504-32 453.66 493.35 

PAPERsPRINTINGsETCe (3) 502.43 518.41 566.46 505.75 527.90 486.06 514.13 

OTHER MANUFACTURING (3) 515.23 513.99 506.69 496.39 485.69 468.82 509.44 
ALL MANUFACTURING GROUPS (8) 507.11 520226 531.95 505.01 503.60 465.11 512-97 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION (3) 597.98 594-52 547.35 570.66 537.55 519.82 576.72 
RAILWAY SERVICES (8) 441.15 425.38 567224 472.77 $42.69 494.97 474.24 
ROAD AND AIR TRANSPORT (35) 533.57 505426 512.66 507.65 522029 507.06 519.48 
COMMUNICATION 628.73 630.89 625.35 633.96 629.292 610.86 628.76 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE (8) 527265 548.74 521.72 513.75 515.10 504.61 529-62 
PUBLIC AUTHORITIESs(NeEsI.) AND 

COMMUNITY AND 3USINESS SERVICES 543235 569-72 551.72 507-67 522627 544.99 546.37 
AMUSEMENTS sHOTELS »PERSONAL SERVICES,ETC 489.51 494.36 484.68 498.99 461.01 453.93 488.25 
ALL INDUSTRY GROUPS (B)(0) 535.52 531-99 545.77 517.64 513.46 504.60 531.83 


MINING AND QUARRYING (A) (8) 1115.7 722.2 969-5 68442 76664 780.9 97761 
MANUFACTURING - 
ENG INEERING »METALSy VEHICLES sETC(3) 717.7 75261 77623 726.0 710.4 70902 733.3 
TEXTILESsCLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 701.5 711.5 70429 690.0 712.4 681.2 706.42 
FOOD ,ORINK AND TOBACCO (8) 715.7 739.1 744.1 707.8 74928 69226 72829 
SAWMILLINGs FURNITURE sETC. 697.3 687.9 730.3 65343 712.8 641.2 697.3 
PAPERsPRINTINGsETCe (8) 710.2 732.7 800.6 714.8 74601 687.0 726.7 
OTHER MANUFACTURING (8) 72642 72542 71662 701.6 686.5 662.6 72061 
ALL MANUFACTURING GROUPS (8) 716.8 73543 75129 713.8 711.8 685.7 725.0 
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION (3) 845.2 840.3 77326 806.6 75928 734.7 815.1 
RAILWAY SERVICES (8B) 623-5 601.2 801.8 668.2 62567 69926 670.3 
ROAD ANO AIR TRANSPORT (8) 75402 714.1 72426 717-5 738.2 716.7 7342 
COMMUNICATION 888.7 891.7 883.9 89601 890.3 863.4 888.7 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE (8) 745.8 775.6 737.4 72662 72861 713.2 748.6 
PUBLIC AUTHGRITIESs(NeEele) AND 
COMMUNITY AND 3USINESS SERVICES 766.0 805.3 779.8 717.6 73802 770.3 772.3 
AMUSEMENTSsHOTELS »PERSONAL SERVICESsETC 691.9 698-7 685.1 70563 651.6 641.6 690.1 
ALL INDUSTRY GROUPS (8)(D) 756.49 75129 77164 731.7 725.7 713.2 751.7 


(A) FOR MINING, WAGE KATES ARE THOSE PRESCRIZED FOR THE PRINCIPAL MINING CENTRES ANO INCLUDE LEAD BONUSES, ETC. (8) FOR 
STATES OTHER THAN WESTERN AUSTRALIA» INCLUDES SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS IN THE METAL INDUSTRY AWARD, PART 1 (C) BASE-WEIGHTED AVERAGE 
MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATE, AUST2ALIAe YEAR 1954 = 109. (9) EXCLUDES RURAL INDUSTRY AND SHIPPING AND STEVEDOR ING 


TABLE 4. - WEEKLY WAGE RATES - ADULT FEMALES, 


4 


INDUSTRY GROUPS,» 


31 JANUARY 1982. 


WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WEEKLY RATES PAYABLE FOR A FULL WEEK*S WORK (EXCLUDING OVERTIME)» AS PRESCRIBED IN AWARDS, 
DETERMINATIONS AND COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS +; AND INDEX NUMBERS OF WAGE RATES. 


INDUSTRY GROUP 


NeSeWe 
| 
a ag Sc er ee et 

MANUFACTURING - 

ENGINEER ING, METALS» VEHICLES, ETC(B) 205.99 

TEXTILESsCLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR 191.54 

FOOD,DRINK AND TOBACCO 201.23 

OTHER MANUFACTURING (8) 192.38 
ALL MANUFACTURING GROUPS (B) 195.67 
TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION 193.06 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE 208.81 
PUBLIC AUTHORITIESs(NeE.I.) AND 

COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS SERVICES 197.10 


AMUSEMENTS,» HOTELS »PERSONAL SERVICES,ETC 186.30 


ALL INDUSTRY GROUPS (8) 


(A) BASE-WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATE y,AUSTRALIAsYEAR 1954 = 100. 


197.96 


vic. ! SeAs 
+ Ea ES Be 

212.16 201.47 195.98 
190.25 189.33 191.08 
194.83 191.93 186.83 
196.64 192.47 181.96 
195.13 191.99 189.86 
199.08 204.97 198.91 
217.57 206.29 201.74 
218.72 196.80 197-11 
192.78 182.10 192.50 
202.02 197.04 195.32 


AUSTRALIArINCLUDES SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS IN THE METAL INDUSTRY AWARD, PART 1. 


TABLE 5. 


WEEKLY WAGE RATES = ALL GROUPS(A) 
$s 


! 

| AUSTRALIA 

{ 

sascha SS 
! ! ! ! 
! | | ANNUAL | INDEX 
WeAe | TAS. | AUST. | CHANGE | NOS.(A) 

1 ! ! z ! 

Sa ES ee SE ee ee ee 
201.43 194.47 206.46 14.7 1037.0 
192.12 183.98 190.65 11.4 957.7 
190.01 179.235 195.27 8.8 980.8 
189.94 175.00 192.85 8.7 968.7 
19@.20g8* 182.29 194.57 ll.el 977.3 
198.04 209.37 197.79 11.3 99365 
206.66 181.09 209.21 9-3 1050.9 
196.01 194.17 203.34 9-2 1021.4 
178.01 177.43 186.85 7.7 938.6 
196.54 183.49 198.63 10.1 997.7 


(B) FOR STATES OTHER THAN WESTERN 


WEIGHTED AVERAGE MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES PAYABLE FOR A FULL WEEK*S WORK (EXCLUDING OVERTIME)» AS PRESCRIBED IN AWARDS, 
DETERMINATIONS AND COLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS. 


| i | 1 ! | (5) 
t ! I i | 1 > ¥ ! AUSTRALIA 
{ H ! I 1 1 wt cmon 
END OF- | NeSeWe I VICe 1 QLO. 1 Sehe | WeAe ! TASS We ! f 
' ' i ! ! ! » \S FEDERAL | STATE | ALL 
! ! | 1 ! I 1 AWARDS», | AWARDS» | AWARDS» 
! 1 1 ! ! \ |” StGe t» BTC. 1 ETC. 
cee a eer a ee es ee ae ee) eee od eee 
ADULT MALES 
1980 - 
DECEMBER 187.72 185.95 191.53 184.39 184.10 184.83 188.43 185.48 187.10 
1981 - 
JANUARY 194.61 192.76 198.54 191.28 190.08 192.16 195.35 192.22 193.93 
FEBRUARY 194.62 192.85 198.59 191.35 190.31 192.16 195.43 192-26 193.99 
MARCH 194.57 193.03 198.59 191.64 190.43 192.36 195.47 192.36 194.06 
APRIL 194.54 193.07 198.61 191.66 190.63 192.36 195.47 192.40 194.08 
MAY 201.54 199.99 206.07 198.65 196.60 199.15 202.46 199.33 201.04 
JUNE 201.62 200.00 206.07 198.77 196.60 199.30 202.49 199.40 201.09 
JULY 201.62 200.74 206.36 199.83 196.74 199.55 202.96 199.63 201.46 
AUGUST 202.17 200.90 209.09 199.94 196.86 199.62 203.09 200.91 202.10 
SEPTEMBER 203.09 201.80 209.75 200.88 196.35 200.62 204.35 201.42 203.03 
OCTOBER 203.92 203.03 209.93 201-26 198.56 200.73 204-79 202.55 203.78 
NOVEMBER 205.87 204.48 215.83 201.27 204.12 200.76 206.24 206.01 206.14 
DECEMBER 212.77 211.42 217.77 207.41 204.24 203.20 214.51 208.28 211.69 
1982 - 
JANUARY 213.44 213.04 217.94 207.69 205.40 203.45 215.03 209.54 212.54 
ADULT FEMALES 
1980 - 
DECEMBER 173.86 174.61 176.56 172.56 172.59 166.56 165.51 181.51 174.07 
1981 - 
JANUARY 180.30 181.06 183.09 179.02 178.24 172.72 171.63 188.17 180.48 
FEBRUARY 180.33 181.17 183.18 179.13 179.60 172.72 171.74 188.33 180.62 
MARCH 180.38 181.17 183.18 179.13 179.60 172.72 171.74 188.37 180.64 
APRIL 180.38 181.17 183.18 179.27 179.60 172.72 171.74 188.38 180.65 
MAY 186.84 187.69 189.77 185.72 185.28 178.94 177.96 195.03 187-10 
JUNE 186.97 187.69 189.77 185.75 185.28 179.03 178.00 195.11 187.16 
JULY 187.03 187.71 189.83 166.74 185.66 179.21 178.03 195.33 187.29 
AUGUST 187.06 187.77 190.17 186.90 186.42 179.31 178.13 195.47 187.41 
SEPTEMBER 187260 188.78 191.11 187.60 186.90 180.35 179.22 195.94 188.17 
OCTOBER 188.50 189.67 191.69 188.17 187244 180.88 180.26 196.55 188.98 
NOVEMBER 193.22 192.01 196246 189.33 193.25 181.25 184.12 200.01 192-62 
DECEMBER 197239 197.37 197.04 195.07 193.75 183.49 189.50 202.93 196.69 
1982 - 
JANUARY 197.96 202.02 197.04 195.32 196.54 183.49 189.76 206.33 198.63 


(A) FOR STATES OTHER THAN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, INCLUDES SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENTS IN THE METAL INDUSTRY AWARO. PART le 


